Luteinizing hormone-releasing factor (LRF) and reproductive behavior in male doves exposed to long and short photoperiods.
In order to determine whether the variable degree of nest-building behavior displayed by male doves exposed to different photoregimes is related to differences in luteinizing hormone-releasing factor (LRF) levels, androgen-treated castrates held on long (16L:8D) or short (8L:16D) daylengths were treated with 20 microgram LRF or saline daily. Birds in both groups exhibited higher levels of initial courtship and nest-building when held on long days. LRF treatment had no effect on any of the behavior patterns examined. The results suggest that photoperiod does not affect reproductive behavior in male doves through changes in endogenous levels of LRF.